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6 Deviance and 
Social Control
Sickos, Weirdos, Freaks, and Folks Like Us

We often think of deviants as bad people who do not care about rules or other members of society; we 
contrast them with people like us. Sometimes, though, people need to commit deviants acts to change 
unjust social structures and to topple tyrants. Further, enforcement of conformity is often experienced as 
authoritarian.


